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it for granted as we unfortunately do in India, that every
one knew every one else. After the party had alighted
from the train and I was forgetting this important formality,
she said to me: <( Prakasa, will you please introduce
me to everyone '\   It was not that everyone was to
be introduced to her, but that she was to be introduced
to them ! I remember once in the drawing room of
Miss Bright93, her London hostess, she got up from her seat
while taking tea, and walked up to a visitor saying: " I
am Mrs. Besant ", as if she needed any introduction ! Once
I remember, in my later days when perhaps she felt I had
grown old and big myself, she actually got up to receive me
as I entered her room !

MRS. BESANT AT AMUSEMENTS

The other occasion when she used to be ' unpunctual'
was that of amusements. As at railway stations, she arrived
at places of amusement much in advance of the time.
She was not a person to go to many amusements ; but she
was anxious to show Messrs. Krishnamurti94 and Nitya-
nandam95 on their first visit to England, when I too formed
one of her party, as much of the new world as possible.
Instead of entrusting us to others, she used to go out of her
way, to various places, to show them to us herself. The
only time I saw St. Paul's Cathedral% was with her. The
year I went to England, 1911, was the Coronation year of
the late King George V.97 In fact we had arrived just before
the Coronation, and London was all agog. " We went with
her to many shows, including some military rehearsals.
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